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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, CA 

SUBJECT: JUSTICE MINISTER BASFORD RESIGNS AS EXPECTED FOR 
PERSONAL REASONS 


PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE ANNOUNCED AUGUST 2 THAT JUSTICE 
MINISTER RONALD BASFORD HAD RESIGNED FROM CABINET, AND 
WOULD BE REPLACED TEMPORARILY BY SOLICITOR-GENERAL JEAN- 
JACQUES BLAIS. (BASFORD WILL, HOWEVER, RETAIN HIS PARLIA- 
MENTARY SEAT FOR THE PRESENT.) BASFORD'S DEPARTURE FROM 
CABINET COMES AS NO SURPRISE SINCE HE HAD INDICATED LAST 
JANUARY (OTTAWA 326) HE WOULD NOT SEEK RE-ELECTION IN 
FEDERAL ELECTIONS THEN EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE IN JUNE OR 
JULY. RESIGNATION FOLLOWS PRIME MINISTER S AUGUST 1 
STATEMENT THAT "THERE WILL NOT BE AN ELECTION AT THIS 
TIME" (OTTAWA 3857), WHICH FURTHER PUTS OFF LONG-EXPECTED 
ELECTION. BASFORD HAS VOICED DESIRE TO SPEND MORE TIME 
WITH HIS FAMILY AFTER SERVING IN CABINET FOR TEN YEARS, 

AND REPORTEDLY DISPOSED OF HIS OTTAWA HOME LAST JUNE IN 
PREPARATION FOR DEPARTURE. THERE HAS BEEN NO SUGGESTION 
THAT HE WAS IN POLITICAL DIFFICULTY IN HIS VANCOUVER RID- 
ING OR WITHIN TRUDEAU GOVERNMENT. PRIME MINISTER AND 
BASFORD EXCHANGED WARM TRIBUTES ON HIS RESIGNATION. 
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